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How you can invest in Prime real-estate and collect 
passive income like a landlord with less than $10,000! 

The fastest and easiest way to own Prime real estate even if you are a complete 
beginner. 

 
 
Why the rich own properties and why you should to.  
 
Singapore is a favoured destination for property investments among the ultra-wealthy in 
Asia. 5 of the richest people in Singapore made their money in property; the richest in 
Singapore, Robert & Philip Ng controls Far East Organisation, Singapore’s largest private 
landlord and property developer.  
 
So why properties? Why not gold? bonds? commodities? What do the rich know that you 
don’t? 
 
Properties generate passive income. 
Unlike other assets, investors can make money through rental income and price 
appreciation. Investors get paid to hold the asset while price appreciates over the long term, 
hence maximizing investment returns.  
 
The rich don’t work for money, money work hard for them. Collecting rental income is 
passive, investors do not need to trade time for money. The more properties you have in 
ownership, the more cash flow you will receive monthly.   
 
Properties beats inflation and a good store of value.  
Due to land scarcity and a growing population, the value of properties outpaced the 
inflation rate in Singapore. 20 years ago, a $100,000 4-room HDB flat would now be worth 
3-4 folds.   
 
Being the business hub and bustling economy that it is today, Singapore remains one of the 
most attractive places to work in Asia. Hence, the demand for residential, commercial and 
industrial properties remains strong.  
 
Other people’s money. 
Probably one of the most attractive reasons to invest in properties. The use of other 
people’s money (debt or equity), helps investors amplify returns without the need for large 
capital outlays. Investors can borrow from banks as loan or raise money from other 
investors as equity.  
 
If property investment is so lucrative, why aren’t more of us doing it? The truth is, it is not as 
easy as it seems.  
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9 of 10 investors failed to make a living of their investment properties. Among the reasons 
why they fail was due to the lack of expertise, analysis and taking excessive leverage.  
 
As with most professions, property investing requires years of experience and deep 
knowledge to succeed. Which is why it’s wise to invest with the professionals… 
 
What exactly am I referring to? 
 

REITs of course! 
 
Stands for Real Estate Investment Trusts, REITs are the fastest and easiest way to begin 
property investing and to invest in premium real estate across Singapore and Asia.  
 
A REIT is a trust company that acquires properties to be managed, developed and eventually 
sold. REITs are funded by pooled money from investors and sometimes will take on loans to 
fund its investments.  
 
Properties owned by a REIT is often managed by a professional property manager, whose 
sole purpose is to lease out the properties to generate rental income. Occasionally, the 
manager will renovate, upgrade or redevelop the property to maximise rental income.  
 
REITs can be further categories by the types of properties they own such as retail, 
residential, office, healthcare, industrial and hospitality. Let’s look at some of our Singapore 
based REITs and the assets they own: 
 
Retail REIT – Typically owns retail shopping malls, such as heartland malls to luxury retail 
malls. As the name suggests, Retail REITs are influence by consumer spending sentiment 
domestically more specifically retail shopping sentiment. Among other factors that drives 
Retail REITs are amenities, location, foot traffic, anchor tenants etc.  
 
Example:  
Capitaland Mall Trust: Junction 8, Plaza Singapura, Tampines Mall 
 
Residential REIT –  Owns and manage residential apartments and buildings for rent. 
Typically, these REITs owns property that caters to upper middle class and beyond, and as 
one the most urbanised countries in Asia as well as being one of the world’s richest 
countries in GDP per capita, Singapore remains a lucrative destination for residential 
property investors. 
 
Example: 
Ascott Residence Trust: Ascott Raffles Place, Ascott Orchard, Somerset Liang Court.  
 
Office REIT – As the name suggests, these REITs owns office apartments and buildings. 
Singapore has always been rated among the best places to work and start a business, this 
status attracts talent and companies from overseas. That said, the office property sector is 
dependent on a strong economy and good employment rates.  
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Example: 
Keppel REIT: Marina Bay Financial Centre, One Raffles Quay, Ocean Financial Centre.  
 
Healthcare REIT – This might come as a surprise to some that the private hospitals and 
medical centres, are owned by REITs. Healthcare presents a stable and mature industry, 
while it is considered recession-proof, they are also good long-term growth investments.  
 
Example: 
ParkwayLife REIT: Mount Elizabeth hospital, Gleneagles Hospital, Parkway East Hospital 
 
Industrial REIT – Industrial REITs are more complex as they manage and owns industrial 
buildings such as warehouses, distribution centres, storage facilities, factory space and 
logistics hubs. Generally considered to be cyclical, occupancy rates for industrial REITs are 
influenced by the strength of the economy.  
 
Example: 
Cache Logistics Trust: CWT Commodity Hub, Cache Cold Centre, Pandan Logistics Hub. 
 
Hospitality REIT – They usually manage and own hotels and service apartments. Another 
cyclical sector due to its short-term occupancy and leases, the hospitality sector relies on a 
strong tourism market. Overbuilding of hotels in a booming market can lead to over-supply 
issues when the tourism market dips. That said, hospitality REITs can generate steady 
income for investors and diversify exposure into the tourism market.  
 
Example: 
Far East Hospitality REIT: Quincy Hotel, Rendezvous Hotel, Orchard Parade Hotel.  
 
Benefits of REITs and why owing them might be better than physical properties. 
 
Advantage of REITs: 

✓ Start as little as $1000 - REITs are listed in the stock exchange, hence follows 
regulations set by the exchange regulator. In Singapore, the minimum quantity of 
shares per transaction is 100. If you looking to buy shares of CapitaMall Trust at $2, 
the minimum capital outlay will be $200 for 100 shares. 
 

✓ Diversification - to own a physical industrial building or a retail shopping mall is not 
exactly plausible for most retail investors, but that doesn’t mean that you can profit 
from this lucrative market. REITs provides exposure across the various types of 
properties such as residential, retail and industrial properties without the need to 
fork out huge deposits or incur expensive property taxes to get started.  
 

✓ High liquidity – Selling or buying a physical property can take months to process, and 
this can be an obstacle to ride short-term market trends. As a listed instrument in 
the exchange, REITs are transacted daily in open market activity.  
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✓ Invest with the professionals – REITs are managed and supervised by teams of 
experienced and capable professionals that are incentivised to maximise shareholder 
returns.  

 
✓ Requires no hassle of managing and maintaining properties – Most REITs work with 

property management companies to manage their portfolio of properties. Property 
managers will renovate, upgrade or redevelop the property to maximise rental 
income. 

 
✓ Transaction cost – As a REIT unitholder, you will only incur brokerage and 

management fees only, no need to worry about maintenance cost, monthly 
mortgage or property tax.  

 
✓ Easy Due Diligence – Valuation and data of properties owned by a REIT are available 

for public and record. Details such as location, occupancy rates and tenants are 
made available to investors, as a unitholder, you can visit all properties owned to 
conduct further research of your own. 

 
Disadvantage: 

✓ No leverage – While margin trading is possible, it is not recommended. Leverage can 
help investors amplify returns in a booming property market, however leverage is a 
double edge sword if not done properly.  
 

✓ Luxury of choice to pick properties – Some investors actually enjoy the process of 
picking properties to buy, unlike with REITs where decisions to buy and sell 
properties are made by the managers. 

 
What factors to consider before investing in REITs? 

➢ Gearing – Refers to the amount borrowed to acquire its properties divided by the 
total assets owned. Investors need to look out for signs of over-leveraging or the 
interest expenses it incurs on loans. As REITs typically distributes back 90% of 
income to unitholders, they do not retain much cash for unexpected contingences or 
economic contractions. A REIT with low gearing is well positioned to survive 
economic uncertainties or capitalise on bargain opportunities. 
 

➢ Valuation – There are several ways to value a REIT, a common method is Net Asset 
Value (NAV) which accounts for all assets minus all liabilities. As investors, it is wise 
to hunt for REITs that are undervalued by the market. Avoid overpaying for a REIT as 
properties are known to be cyclical, supply and demand drives the value of 
properties and rental income.  

 
➢ Profile of REIT manager – Research on the REIT managers, their qualifications, track 

record and relevant experience in the industry.  
 

➢ REITs Sponsors – Sponsors are often major shareholders of a REIT, in most cases, 
property developers will take the role of sponsor and would then inject their 
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completed properties into a REIT. Sponsors are also seen as ‘financial-backers’. A 
financially strong sponsor boost a huge reputation for the REIT and its managers.  

 
➢ Macroeconomic landscape – It is widely known that interest rates affects the cost of 

borrowing, hence incurring higher interest rates will lead to lower rental income. 
However, there are other factors such as government policies, global economic 
outlook, global trade, unemployment rates and foreign direct investment are some 
factors that can also influence REITs on a macro scale. 

 
➢ Occupancy rates and Capitalisation rates – As investors, we want to maximise 

returns. Look out for occupancy rates of its properties to ensure that most of its 
units (80-90%) are leased out to generate income. Capitalisation rate refers to the 
percentage return on net operating income generated over its total assets. A high 
cap rate implies that the REIT can generate good returns on its investment 
properties.  

 
I hope this short e-book has been educational for you, there are many moving parts to 
consider before investing in REITs but hopefully, I have done my part to provide a good head 
start. REITs is not a new concept but often misunderstood by the financial jargons used to 
explain its structure and characteristics.  
 
As you may know, we’ve only scratched the surface here and some of the topics discussed 
earlier are just basics of understanding what REITs are. If you are new to REITs, you might be 
curious to learn more and probably have loads of questions to ask before you begin. 
 
Maybe you might wonder…  
 
There are over 20 REITs listed on SGX, which one should I invest in?  
 
How do I pick a REITs that can provide the best possible return with least amount of risk? 
 
Should I invest in Residential? Industrial? Retail? Or Healthcare REIT? 
 
How many REITs should I invest into? 8…? 9…? 10…? 
 
What is the current market outlook for REITs in Singapore? When is the best time to buy? 
 
With rising interest rates, are REITs a good market to invest in?  
 
How do I value a REIT? And at what price should I start accumulating shares? 
 

What if I tell you that I can help shorten your learning curve and 
help you identify undervalued investment opportunities without 

complex and time consuming research? 
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As a stockbroker and investment specialist, I specialise in spotting not only undervalued 
REITs but also undervalued companies in other sectors such as oil & gas, construction, 
agriculture, healthcare etc.  
 
I have worked with many investors – anyone from beginners to high-net worth individuals. I 
provide my clients with all the necessary research needed and help them construct their 
investment portfolios to help them grow their wealth faster and at the same time, generate 
passive income through dividends. Since you have taken the time to learn about REITs and 
are keen to learn more, I will be giving away: 
 

✓ My personal investment checklist on how to select the best REITs to invest in. 
✓ Revealed: Proven and profitable REIT investment strategy that will help you generate 

multiple streams of sustainable passive income. 
✓ A step by step guide on how you can start investing with less than $10,000. 
✓ Macroeconomic insights on Property markets and other sectors to invest in. 
✓ Simple and easy to use template to help you calculate REITs valuation. 
✓ Personal consultation for portfolio review and planning. 
✓ Weekly market analysis and research by in-house analyst. 
✓ FREE trading platform. 
✓ FREE access to investment seminars. 

 
If you’d like to find out more click on the link below to register your interest. 

 
 
 

 
 
PS: Don’t worry if you have no financial knowledge right now, I know learning to invest can 
be intimidating and might think that you will not be able to understand the financial jargon 
and complex methods involve. 
 
As with all my clients, I will take you by hand and show you exactly, step-by-step, show what 
to look for and explain the terminologies in layman and help you identify undervalued 
investment opportunities that are often overlooked by others. 
  
No gimmicks, no up-selling, no hard selling, just proven statistics and strategy that you can 
implement immediately! 
 
Happy investing! Talk to you soon! 

  
 

 
 

 

I want a FREE trading account 

I want a FREE trading account 

https://theasiancontrarian.com/contact/
https://theasiancontrarian.com/contact/
https://theasiancontrarian.com/contact/
https://theasiancontrarian.com/contact/
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DISCLAIMER 

The information contained in this website is provided to you for general information/circulation only 
and is not intended to nor will it create/induce the creation of any binding legal relations. The 
information or opinions provided do not constitute investment advice, a recommendation, an offer or 
solicitation to subscribe for, purchase or sell the investment product(s) mentioned herein. It does not 
have any regard to your specific investment objectives, financial situation and any of your needs. 
Accordingly, no warranty whatsoever is given and no liability whatsoever is accepted for any loss 
arising whether directly or indirectly as a result of any person or group of persons acting on this 
information. Investments are subject to investment risks including possible loss of the principal 
amount invested. The value of the product and the income from them may fall as well as rise. 

You should seek advice from a financial adviser regarding the suitability of the investment products 
mentioned, considering your specific investment objectives, financial situation or needs, before 
making a commitment to purchase the investment product. If you choose not to obtain advice from a 
financial adviser, you should assess and consider whether the investment product is suitable for you 
before proceeding to invest. 

Any views, opinions, references or other statements or facts provided in this blog/website are 
personal views. No liability is accepted for any direct/indirect or any other damages of any kind arising 
from or about your reliance on the information provided herein. 
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